
US History and Government     Ch. 18 & Ch. 20 Pairs Check Review 
Imperialism & World War I     Ms. Vanderpool 
 

A 
 

1. What is imperialism? 
 

2. How did nationalism contribute to 
the burst of imperialism in the late 
1800s? 
 

3. How did the idea of Social Darwinism 
contribute to the burst of 
imperialism? 
 

4. What role did yellow journalism play 
in the start of the Spanish-American 
War? 
 

5. What did the US gain by the Treaty of 
Paris that ended the Spanish-
American War? 
 

6. Why was the United States interested 
in annexing Hawaii and Samoa? 
 

7. What is meant by the term jingoism? 
 

8. President Theodore Roosevelt 
supported a Panamanian uprising to 
gain the land needed for the canal. 
How did his opponents view this 
move? 
 

9. What was the Roosevelt Corollary? 
 

10.  What was the result of Taft’s dollar 
diplomacy in Latin America? 
 
 

 
B 

 
1. Explain one economic reason 

European nations were interested in 
Africa and Asia. 

 
2. How did military factors contribute to 

the burst of imperialism in the late 
1800s? 
 

3. What is yellow journalism? 
 

4. What was the spark that finally drove 
the US to war with Spain? Was it a 
legitimate claim? 
 

5. Why was the United States interested 
in acquiring the Philippines? 
 

6. What was the major idea behind the 
American Open Door Policy in China? 
 

7. Why was the United States interested 
in building a canal across Central 
America? 
 

8. What was the Monroe Doctrine? 
 

9. What is meant by the term dollar 
diplomacy that was used b y 
President William Howard Taft? 
 

10. What were the racial  arguments 
against American imperialism by 
some US politicians? 

  



11.  What were the moral and political 
arguments against American 
imperialism by some US politicians? 
 

12.  Explain how the acronym MAIN      
(or NIMA) can be used to explain the 
major causes of World War I. 
 

13. What countries comprise the Central 
Powers in the Great War? 
 

14.  What is meant by the term 
stalemate and how was it evident in 
the Great War? 
 

15. What was the general pre-war 
attitude in the US regarding 
participation in the Great War? 
 

16. Why was the US initially determined 
to remain neutral in the Great War? 
 

17. What was the Zimmerman Telegram? 
 

18. What was the Selective Service Act 
intended to do? 
 

19. What effect did the arrival of 
American forces have on the allied 
troops? 
 

20. What effect did the war have on the 
social mobility of women and 
minorities in the US? 
 

21. What were the major provisions of 
the Treaty of Versailles? 
 

22. Why was Wilson’s League of Nations 
not accepted in the US? 

11. What was the significance of the 
Great White Fleet? 

 
12. What does the term mobilization of 

forces mean?  
 

13. What countries comprise the Allied 
Powers in the Great War? 
 

14. Describe the types of weapons used 
in the Great War. 
 

15. Why were Americans hesitant to join 
the Allied Powers, which included 
Russia? 
 

16. What events contributed to the US 
involvement in the Great War? 
 

17.  How did the Russian Revolution 
effect the US decision to enter the 
war? 
 

18. Why did Russia exit the Great War? 
 

19. What effect did the war have on the 
US homefront economy? 
 

20.  What were some of Wilson’s 
proposals for peace after the war? 
 

21.  What were the various attitudes of 
Wilson, Lloyd George, and 
Clemenceau as they met to make the 
treaty of Versailles? Why? 
 

22. What effect did the war have on 
African American troops at home? 


